PREFACE TO VOL. VII

Following is a synopsis of the documents contained
in the present volume:

XXIII. The first installment (chaps. i.—ix.) of Le
Jeune’s Relation of 1634, written to the provincial
at Paris, was given in Vol. VI. of our series. In the
concluding portion herewith presented, the superior
of the Quebec mission continues his account of the
Montagnais. He describes their clothing and orna-
ments; then their language, which, though deficient
in expressions for abstract ideas, he praises for its
fullness and richness in vocabulary and grammatical
forms. He offers to the provincial numerous reasons
why he made so little progress in learning the tongue
while he wintered among them — his own defective
memory; the malice of a medicine man, whom he
had opposed; the perfidy of the interpreter Pierre,
who refused to teach him; his sufferings from hun-
ger and illness; and the inherent difficulties of the
language itself. All these points are elaborated,
with many details, the result being a vivid picture of
savage life, and of the hardships, danger, and suffer-
ing endured by this heroic missionary while wander-
ing with the savages through the forests and moun-
tains along the southern shore of the River St. Law-
rence. At last, after almost six months of this
wretched life, and many hair-breadth escapes from



